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Teapot tutorial....Just what everyone needs right? 



I have been thinking that things around here must be a bit dull to read. I make something, then I post it and say I made this blah blah blah.
So yesterday after I made a teapot I decided to make another one so I could post a tutorial for you. I came up with this pattern through trial and error, the first one I ever made looked a bit like a legless elephant but the pattern has evolved since then. Please don't freak out at how long this tute is, really in essence it is just a ball with a lid, spout and handle, really easy!
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This is the pattern, I don't know how to do any fancy PDF thingo's . Maybe you could save this image then photo copy it. You really don't have to be too exact with the shapes. I'm sure you can approximate the pieces. The measurements are in centimetres and seam allowances (1/4 inch) are already included.
You will need:
6 surfboard shapes (teapot body) in fabric of your choice. I like to use something with a bit of texture, it hides a multitude of sins. Here I have used vintage popcorn chenille and the green one is a very loose weave (way to loose actually) type of wool that I got in some kit or other.
6 surfboard shapes in a light to medium weight iron on interfacing (this depends on the thickness of your fabric.
2 circle pieces (the lid) in fabric
1 circle piece in wadding or batting.
2 spout pieces in fabric (make sure you cut these right sides together)
2 spouts in iron-on interfacing.
Handle piece is 6cm x 25 cm in fabric
a piece of wadding about the same size as handle and a piece of vilene (boning) or templastic to insert into the handle to give it structure.
A bit of frill (40cm) or lace or braid, for the lid. 

Before you start:
Iron all your interfacings to your fabric on the wrong side.
The Lid:
Place one fabric piece right side up and pin your trim to it with the face of the trim (the bit you want to poke out) facing the centre of the circle. Whip around it on the sewing machine really close to the edge , just to hold it in place.
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Then create a little lid sandwich by placing the batting or wadding at the bottom, then the piece with the frill attached on top of that (right side facing up) and then the other fabric circle on top right sides down.
Sew 1/4 inch from edge around the circle , leaving a small gap for turning. Clip around the seam. When you turn, turn it out through the two pieces of fabric. This traps the wadding inside for a little bit of body. Hand sew the turning gap closed. I like to top stitch around the lid, and then I added a few more circles but it is not really necessary.
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The spout 

This is super easy.
Get your two spout pieces and lay then right sides together (interfacing should already be ironed on. Sew around the spout, leaving the end open (where it is marked as 5cm on the pattern piece).
Turn right side out and stuff reasonable firmly.
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The handle.
Take your fabric piece and fold it in half long ways with right sides together.. Sew this 1/4 inch in from edge to create a tube. Turn right side out.
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To make the handle firm you need to put something inside it. I have used a strip of templastic or a piece if vilene and they both work well. You just need to wrap them i some wadding or bating so they don't wear on the fabric. With Vilene i just wrap the wadding around it and hold it in place with a big zig- zag stitch. Then insert your vilene or templastic into the handle.
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The Teapot Body:
Sew one of your surfboard shapes to another - right sides together down the long curved side.
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Add another to those two and so on until you get to the last seam where you need to leave a gap for turning. If you leave a gap toward the end of the seam you can hide your hand sewing under the lid a bit later.
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Once turned you can stuff it firmly and hand stitch the turning gap closed. 
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Put it all together:
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How easy was that, now you just position your lid handle and spout and hand sew them into place (tucking in your raw edges on the spout and handle. Pop a button on the top or a pom pom and voila !!! All done.
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Tips : - If your teapot has trouble balancing , you can sew a large button to the bottom for it to sit on - or three buttons to form little legs.
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Obviously the green teapot is a bit different, the lid is smaller and I made a blobby type knob for the top. I needle felted the spots on before cutting the fabric and then added a few more once it was sewn up. It is a bit tricky adding them later but not impossible. I am planning to embroider around each circle at some point too. I really like the look of this one and am on the hunt for some nice wool felt to make some more. ....because you know every 38 yr old woman with teenage kids need a collection of stuffed teapots....
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