Medallion Round Robin
THEME: 

Each quilt owner will decide on a theme for their quilt (ex: all blue, stars, gardening, Christmas, etc) and/or the colors you. The other robin members will decide on the specific blocks to use in their rounds. 

PARTICIPATION:

As with any round robin or swap a row quilt involves a firm commitment for the duration of the swap. If you cannot follow the rules or meet the deadlines, then it is best to decline joining in.   The key to a successful robin or swap of any type is commitment and communication. If you get stumped for ideas on your row ask other members of the group for ideas.  

FABRICS: 

You will make your first row of blocks using your colors and/or theme fabric. You can include fabrics with your robin but it is left to each individual in the group to use or not use them.  It is recommended to include fabrics if you’ve chosen a color theme for your finished row by row quilt.  You can always tie your rows together with sashing and/or borders when it returns home. Please remember to use 100%  cotton, pre-washed fabric. Also remember that each top will circulate through many sets of hands and equipment as it travels the world. There may be a variety of techniques used as well. it's best to select fabrics that will hold up well under a variety of conditions and that can withstand repeated machine washing. Fabrics you can see through, that appear to fray easily, or that are loosely woven are not the best candidates for a shared project.
The centre Block

BIG TIP: Don‘t attempt something that is too complex. Simple is better and often more striking than a block that‘s difficult to assemble. Revisit your basic patchwork pattern books and choose a simple traditional block … vamp it up with the fabrics if you want a quilt that has a non-traditional look. Remember, the fabrics you choose for your centre block will dictate the style of the whole quilt 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. A ”floater‘ strip is a narrow strip/border added to the edge of a quilt. It is always optional. Use it to adjust the size of the quilt to make calculations for pieced borders easier. 

2. Owner should pass on, with her centre square, some of the main fabric that she would like used throughout the quilt. Remember that the main fabric and the centre square sets the theme for the whole quilt. …. and if there is something (calico, black or red etc) that you definitely do not want in your quilt …. send a note in the parcel with your project. 

3. Consider passing on a small amount of a fabric that you have featured in the border you‘ve added …. it will help the next participant to link borders. 

Borders: 

Borders should be between 3 inches and 6 inches wide. 

Round 1 -- pieced border, triangles 
Round 2 – appliquéd border or machine embroidered border
Round 3 - pieced border, rectangles or squares
Round 4 - embellishment or border of your choice – 
Round 5 – appliquéd border 
BLOCK PATTERN & SIZE: 

Each robin member will decide which block pattern would be best for the quilt as it comes to them. All blocks in a row do not have to be the same pattern or even the same size. Blocks don’t have to be square. Maintain the theme of the quilt using your own fabric and any fabrics that may have been included. Traditional piecing, paper piecing, or finished appliqué will all work as long as the blocks compliment the theme 

PHOTOS

We will be posting pictures with each round, unless you specify that you do not want to see your quilt until it is finished. For most of us…we just can’t wait.
JOURNALS/ROUND DOCUMENTATION:
  

It is highly recommended that you send a journal along with your centre medallion.  It can be as simple as 3” x 5” index cards or as elaborate as bound journal. Include any notes to the group about what you would like.  A theme…photos of a theme, fabric to be added, etc.  I also encourage each quilt owner to include a label for each member of their group to sign with their name, round, and date.  Again this can be as simple as a piece of muslin ironed to freezer paper or as elaborate as the quilt owner likes.  Take a photo of your addition and add copies to the journal before passing it on to the next participant. When writing in the owners journal try to document where the idea for your border came from. 

SCHEDULE:

Please stay on target for the mailing dates. You will have approximately 8 weeks between mailings. If something happens that will cause you to be late mailing, please email the person who you will be mailing to and the leader of the group. You will need to insure your packages when mailing.
These are the dates your rows must be sent no later than  (if you can send it earlier please do):

“OWNER” centre medallion  – April 30, 2011 Please take a picture and post on our group site before you mail it (
1st Round Exchange – June 30, 2011

2nd Round Exchange – August 31, 2011

3rd Round Exchanged – October 31, 2011

4th Round Exchanged – December 31, 2011

5th Round & Final Round Exchanged – February 29, 201

Return to owner by: April 30, 2012

Graciously accept your finished quilt. Sometimes the final quilt owner will want to add more embellishments or add an additional border, but everyone who worked on your quilt used their best abilities. After the Round Robin has closed, of course it is your quilt to do whatever you choose. We will all look forward to seeing the quilted final product! Please do not post pictures that show alterations or changes in someone else’s work though. Please be conscious of other feelings. If this isn’t acceptable to you, please DO NOT play.

TIPS AND LESSONS LEARNED:
1. Print off the rules, mailing dates and your group mailing list. You will be referring back to it.

2. Don’t panic…hang the top for a few days and let it speak to you. They tend to “tell you what they need next”.

3. If you are trying something new….do it separately , do NOT sew it to the quilt until you are sure it worked.

4. Make sure you understand how to fill out the customs forms BEFORE you send an International package

5. Please DO NOT let tops pile up on you. If you need help, ask…there are others who can and will step in to help you through a time crunch bind. We can work it out.

6. Please handle the quilts carefully. We all drag them around to show them off to friends, guild members, etc. but when doing so, we can stretch the rows so the finished quilt doesn’t lie flat. Please make sure it does lie flat prior to mailing it on to the next person.

7. Feel free to add information to accompany your quilt such as colours you would prefer or something you definitely don't want, that it may be a gift, etc. 

8. If for ANY reason, you feel the need to resign from doing this at ANY point in the "game", PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let me know! It's not fair to the others for someone to just pull out, not tell anyone and keep what is not theirs.

Golden Rule: Work on another person's project, as you want them to work on yours.

