Star Block

Firstly out of your light fabric that we set aside last month, cut four 4 1/2”
squares, then out of your dark fabric cut eight 2 1/2” squares (Pic 1). The dark
squares are for your triangles

Normally when you are cutting squares into triangles, for half square triangles,
we have to add in a 7/8” for seam allowances, but because we are going to make
these a different way we don’t have to worry about that (just the usual 1/2)

This method for adding triangles to a block uses a little more fabric but is a lot
easier to do. It is an excellent method for adding small triangles to a larger piece..
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Draw a line on the wrong side of your dark squares from corner to cor-
ner, use a soft leaded Pencil ( 1 use a 2B, cheap and readily available)
or another suitable marking tool that you like.

Do this as gently as you can so as not to drag on the fabric. This line is
your stitching line. (Pic 2a,b)
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Place a dark square on your light background square, right sides together,
line up the corners. Sew, on drawn seam.. Fold square towards edge of
block and press, voila, triangle at the corner of your unit. If you wish you
can trim out the extra layers to remove bulk, depending on how you are
going to use the unit, having three layers of fabric can make your seams
quite bulky. Before you trim, check to make sure that the triangle edge
matches the outside edge of your square, if not leave background layer to
use as a guide for piecing your block together. (Pic3a-f)




Add another square/triangle to the adjacent corner as previously de-
scribed. You should now have a unit like this (Pic4a-d) Make 3 more
background triangle units (four in total)




Lay out your triangle units and your four patches from last month as shown.
Stitch together in units together to form strips, similar to what we did for the
9 Patch last month. For this block press seams towards the four patch.

Join strips together butting seams, like we did for the 9 Patch. (Pic5a,b)
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\Wila, finished simple
star block, without
having to cut a single
itsy bitsy triangle.
(Pic 6)
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